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anxious to occupy Longford's place in her life. If
Longford had really broken with Marie, Hobbs deter-
mined to lose no time in reaping the reward of his
patience. He reflected that if Marie remained in London
with the Star Halls > his plans would be facilitated. He
resolved, therefore, without betraying his intentions, to
attempt to checkmate Longford's schemes for removing
her from the capital.
" Selina's a bit stale, it's true," said Hobbs reflectively,
" still her turns are always useful certs to fill gaps, and
she never gives trouble, nor minds if she's put at the
beginning or end of the programme. She doesn't
raise hell, as many of the bitches do, if they aren't starred
and given the best places. I'm inclined to think it'd be
better to keep her with us, rather than to try and pass
her on. That's to say/' said Hobbs guardedly, hoping
to ascertain Longford's sentiments about Marie, " if you
want her to have regular work. Otherwise, of course,
I can sack her at the expiry of her present contract,"
" We'll talk over the matter again later. I want to
finish some other business with you to-day," said
Longford, fearful of showing his hand if the discussion
about Marie Drayton were prolonged.
Sensing his rival's desire for concealment, Hobbs
resolved on a bold stroke, trusting that the results might
justify the lies he was about to tell. " I've a brain wave,"
he remarked, " why not get her to work a turn with
Faflcourt? They're such pals that she'd probably do
well with him, and I'm sure he'd be delighted to have
her as his partner."
" What made you think of it ? " queried Longford,
endeavouring to conceal his interest.
"Why surely you know Fancourt's very sweet on
Marie. Has been for a long time. Now her mother's
dead, he takes her home most nights after the shows,
and has moved to Earl's Court to be near her. He gave
W his new address only the other day."